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GRS is setting up an office here at Medicon Village in Lund, long standing plans not interrupted by Brexit.

 “It’s funny really, we are setting up an 
office in Lund at a time when AstraZeneca 
is relocating their R&D headquarters to 
Cambridge, which is where we have our 
base,” laughs Greer Deal, one half of the 
management duo behind the consultancy 
firm Global Regulatory Services (GRS).

In September, following “many months 
of planning” GRS proudly announced the 
launch of a Nordic office in the pharma/
biotech cluster Medicon Village in Lund. 
Specialising in offering “a holistic approach 
to the regulatory and quality compliance 
requirements of the life science industry”, 
GRS provides specialised services for a bro-
ad range of companies, represented by eve-
rything from small start-ups to large mul-
tinationals.

“We offer our clients a helping hand in 
regulatory or compliance matters, which 
is something that any number of organi-
sations, large and small, might need at a 
certain point or for a particular project,” 
says Greer Deal.

Drawing from a world-wide pool of asso-
ciated professionals, GRS helps their clients 
get access to the right expertise, whether le-
gal, regulatory, technical, or other.

“We usually start by appointing a project 
leader, who will then source the expertise 
that is needed for a particular purpose. And 
because we have built up such an exten-

sive network of experts, 
we are able to cover the 
entire life science area 
from agro tech to stem 
cells and nutraceuticals,” 
says Greer Deal.

Apart from bringing 
teams of professionals 
together, GRS is also re-
sponsible for drawing up all the necessary 
contracts between the independent experts 
and their clients. In addition, all contrac-
tors are covered by the consultancy’s global 
professional indemnity insurance, another 
great advantage according to Greer Deal.

Attracted by what the company describes 
as “the entrepreneurial spirit and ‘can do’ 
attitude” of the Nordic life science commu-
nity, GRS has been following the industry’s 
progress in the region for some time. Ha-
ving worked with a few Swedish clients al-
ready, the company decided it was time to 
introduce their services to a wider Scandi-
navian audience.

“We are very excited about expanding our 
presence in the Nordic life science market, 
and Lund is easily accessible. There is a 
hive of interesting activity at Medicon Vil-
lage, recently not least within the area of 
tele-medicine,” she says.

Initially, the Medicon Village office will be 
more virtual than real. The plan is to have 

GRS staff present at least once a month. 
However, within a year, the company is 
hoping to employ also local staff, enab-
ling a more permanently manned office. 
The long-term, ambitious aim of the con-
sultancy firm is to act as a bridge between 
Medicon Village and other similar R&D 
communities elsewhere in the world in 
order to encourage “the cross-fertilisation 
of ideas”.

“Now is absolutely the right time for us 
to establish an office in the Nordic regi-
on,” says Greer Deal, adding that “mid-way 
through the company’s planning Brexit 
‘happened’ but, even though some people 
thought this would have had an impact on 
our plans, it hasn’t changed our focus at all.  
Medicon Village is a great community and 
we are proud to be involved in its growth 
and development".

Although the implications of the United 
Kingdom’s forthcoming exit from the Eu-
ropean Union (Brexit) are still unknown, 
Greer Deal is hopeful that GRS, through 
the new office in Lund, will be able to help 
mitigate any potential issues.

“It is becoming clear that Brexit will have 
serious implications for the life science 
industry as a whole, but at present no one 
knows exactly what to expect. I think it is 
wise for businesses to try and plan for every 
eventuality, as far as possible,” she says.   KB
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Establishing an office in Lund’s Medicon Village, Cambridge-based Global 
Regulatory Services is embarking on a strategic new phase aimed at helping 

to build bridges to other life science hubs.
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